
 

Berman 

 Centrist views on Israel 

 Vocal about two-state solution 

 Backed by AIPAC, Dennis Ross,  

 Hollywood connections 

(Dreamworks, Steven Spielberg, 

Jeffrey Katzenberg, David Geffen, 

Betty White), developed through 

work on anti-piracy bills 

 Top donors are media corporations 

(Time Warner Inc., Comcast, The 

Walt Disney Co., News Corp., 

National Amusements) 

 Closer relationship with Obama 

 29 years in Congress 

 Ranking Democrat in House 

Foreign Affairs Committee 

(former chairman) 

 Stalled on bill to impose tougher 

sanctions on Iran 

 Introduced legislation that called 
on the administration to extend 
loan guarantees to Israel 

 Proposed a resolution advocating 
strengthening military ties with 
Israel 

 Introduced bill allowing Israeli 
citizens to apply for investor visas 
in the United States 

 More out-of-state support 
 Labor lawyer 
 Travels extensively for diplomatic 

purposes 
 Widely respected on Capitol Hill 
 18 bills passed since 1983, dealing 

with topics ranging from education 
reform to sanctions against Iran 

 Lowest turnover rates for staffers 
in DC office 

 More foreign-policy focused 
 

Sherman 
 

 Hawkish on Israel 
 Not as heavy backing from pro-

Israel establishment 
 14 years in Congress 
 Pressed Berman to move forward 

the bill for tougher sanctions on 
Iran 

 Close ties with religious 
communities in San Fernando 
Valley 

 More grassroots support 
 More attention to California 

politics 
 Certified public accountant, tax 

attorney 
 Has not left the US since 2007, 

when he drove to Canada with his 
wife 

 Deep relationships and support in 
San Fernando Valley 

 3 bills passed since 1997, two of 
which dealt with renaming Post 
Office in Van Nuys 

 Vocally criticized the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program (TARP), 
known as the bank bailout bill 

 Bald, hands out promotional 
combs for publicity 

 More domestically, economically 
focused  

 

Both 

 Jewish Democrats 

 Pro-Israel 

 Vote along party lines 94% of 

the time 


